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CEC NURSERY 
Retail Open Fridays 9am-12pm 
SAT & SUN RETAIL COMING UP
9am-12pm
Sunday July 26th
Saturday August 29th
VOLUNTEERS TUESDAYS &
FRIDAYS 10AM-12PM

APS -  COLOUR YOUR GARDEN
WITH NATIVES
TUESDAY 11  AUGUST 7:30PMTH

Deep Creek Function Room,
Pakenham 

EMERALD LAKE PARK
WORKING BEES
 1  Sat, 2nd Sun  & 3   Thurs every
month contact
friendsofemeraldlakepark@gmail.com

st rd

GARFIELD REC RESERVE
ENVIRO ACTION TEAM
(GRREAT)
SUNDAY 12  JULY 9:30AMTH

Call or Text Meg 0466 496 107

FRIENDS OF KURTH KILN
MEETING
2nd Saturday of every month
10am - 1pm (11th July)
New Members Welcome 

FRIENDS OF GEMBROOK PARK
WORKING BEE
Every Thurs 9am-12pm 
Phone or text 0407 011 344 for
more info

FRIENDS OF CARDINIA CREEK 
email:
cardiniacreek3806@gmail.com

APS PLANT SALE 
SATURDAY 5  SEPTEMBERth

9am-3pm
Akoonah Park Berwick
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Wildlife Training  
On Saturday 23  of May Cardinia Shire arranged some Wildlife Training
for Volunteer groups working on council land.

rd

Michael from Black Snake Productions led the 4 hour training session
educating participants on snakes present in the Cardinia Shire, how to
identify them, how to administer First Aid for a Snake bite, being prepared
when working in bushland and more

The session didn’t just focus on snakes,
Michael also covered spiders, scorpians, flying
foxes and other wildlife.

Some of the wildlife that Michael brought in
was a bit confronting for some participants,
but CEC volunteer Skye enjoyed her cuddles
with the snake (pictured below)

Key messages of the day were:
Be prepared 
Don’t handle wildlife you are not
trained to handle
Respect our Wildlife

Thanks to Rob and Simon from
the Shire for arranging this
training.

Find Snake Safety resources on the Black Snake
Productions website:

https://blacksnakeproductions.com.au/snake-
safety/

mailto:friendsofemeraldlakepark@gmail.com
mailto:cardiniacreek3806@gmail.com
https://blacksnakeproductions.com.au/snake-safety/
https://blacksnakeproductions.com.au/snake-safety/


Acacia @ Wrights Forest
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Photos from
the Forest

 Pimelea @ Wrights Forest 

Platylobium @ Wrights Forest

Fungi @ Wrights Forest  

The Cardinia Environment Coalition acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the Cardinia Shire area, the Bunurong People
and the Wurundjeri People, and their connections to land, sea and community. We pay our respects to their Elders past

and present and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.

Don't forget to check out our Facebook
Page to keep up with all the latest events

Banksia menziesii Banksia praemorsa Banksia baueri

Emma Cutting-Pollinator Friendly 
Nature Strips 

The Australian Plant Society’s May meeting was held on a Saturday and
attracted a good crowd, with a Presentation from Emma Cutting on Creating
Pollinator Friendly Nature Strips.
Emma has helped create hundreds of street gardens across Melbourne,
empowering people to make positive change. Emma’s vision, actions and
enthusiasm for street gardening have become a tonic for our ecosystems and
our wellbeing by reconnecting us to nature.  
The talk was inspiring with many questions from the audience, Emma has
recently launched a online Street Gardening course more info via this link
https://www.heartscapes.org.au/online-street-gardening-course
There was also a large selection of specimens on the Display Table, the
Banksias were a highlight (pictured below).

Pictured (left to right): Arabella, Linda Sijpkes, Emma Cutting, Anne Savigedy

The group is taking a break in July with their next meeting Tuesday 11
August where they will welcome Guest Speaker Chloe Foster to talk about
Colouring your garden with Native Plants.

th

More information via this link: https://events.humanitix.com/colour-your-
garden-with-australian-native-plants-with-cloe-foster

In September the group will host their Annual Plant Sale on Saturday
5  so save the date.th

https://www.facebook.com/CECCardiniaEnvironmentCoalition/
https://www.facebook.com/CECCardiniaEnvironmentCoalition/
https://www.heartscapes.org.au/online-street-gardening-course
https://events.humanitix.com/colour-your-garden-with-australian-native-plants-with-cloe-foster
https://events.humanitix.com/colour-your-garden-with-australian-native-plants-with-cloe-foster


Blackberries

Trees for Weeds
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Parliamentary Friends
of LandcareIn May we partnered with Cardinia Shire for a Trees for Weeds swap event.

Locals were asked to bring small clippings of weeds on their properties in to
have identified, be given removal advice and a indigenous plant to take home.
Around 25 people attended bringing in a range of annual weeds like, Thistles,
Capeweed, Wild Turnip
The most significant weeds that were brought in were:

Bridal Creeper

Arum Lillies

Botanic Name:
Asparagus asparagoides
Common Names: Bridal Creeper,
Bridal Veil Creeper, Smilax, Florist’s
Smilax, Smilax Asparagus
Origin: Africa
Flower Colour: White to pale green.
A Weed of National Significance, Bridal
creeper grows during Autumn & Winter
and is spread by Birds, Animals and
Rhizome pieces

Botanic Name:
Zantedeschia aethiopica
Common Names: Arum Lily, White
Arum Lily, Lily of the Nile, Florist’s Calla,
Garden Calla, Pig Lily, Trumpet Lily, St
Joseph’s Arum Lily, Funeral Flower,
Death Lily
Origin: South Africa
Flower Colour: White & Yellow
Grows in damp semi shaded areas
often infesting Rivers, Creeks and
Swamps

Botanic Name:
Rubus fruticosus
Common Names: Blackberry,
European Blackberry
Origin: Europe
Flower Colour: White or Pink
A Weed of National Significance,
Blackberries currently infest 9million
hectares of land in Australia.
Handweeding can be done all year
Spraying or Cut & Paint methods
should be done during growing period
Sep-Apr

Image Credit: https://weeds.org.au/profiles/arum-lily-calla/

Image Credit: https://weedscan.org.au/Weeds

ImageCredit:https://weeds.org.au/profiles/blackberry-european/

 https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/cardinia-shire-weed-guide

Resources to learn more about weeds visit:

https://weeds.org.au/

On June 17  and 18  Our
Secretary Tony and Landcare
Facilitator Linda represented the
CEC at the Parliamentary friends of
Landcare showcase at Parliament
House.
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It was a great way to share what
Landcare does with the Members
of Parliament and how important
Landcare is for not only Land but
also Community. 
CEC shared a table with Sue and
Emma from Bunyip Landcare.
It was an honour to share a table
with the youngest Landcarer in the
room.

https://weeds.org.au/profiles/arum-lily-calla/
https://weedscan.org.au/Weeds
https://weeds.org.au/profiles/blackberry-european/
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/cardinia-shire-weed-guide
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/cardinia-shire-weed-guide


Our Nursery was the site of an exciting announcement this month. State
Government Minister Harriet Shing announced a grant of $200,000 to
Cardinia Shire for improvement of vegetation in important biolinks in the
Koo Wee Rup swamp area. 
It particularly targets threatened faunal species.
Underpinning the grant application was the volume and quality of data in
Council’s Biolink Plan. Anyone who has an interest in our local environment
and is unfamiliar with the Plan can discover the impressive detail on the
Shire’s website. It is a credit to Council and to Rob Jones in particular.

4

Boost to Biolinks Announced 

More information on th Biolink Plan can be found here:
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/services/environment-and-
trees/sustainability-and-environment

Have an event to share? A  working bee? Photos from the forest ?
Environmental Info to share ? email: facilitator@cecinc.net.au to be
included in the next newsletter.

Gardens for
Wildlife

CEC Committee Member
Gaye and CEC’s Landcare
Facilitator Linda attended
the 20 year celebration of
Gardens for Wildlife at Knox
City Council.
It was great to hear how
communities have been
working with councils to
bring this program to life.

Visit:
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.

au/services/environment-
and-trees/indigenous-plants-

and-gardening

https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/services/environment-and-trees/sustainability-and-environment
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/services/environment-and-trees/sustainability-and-environment
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/services/environment-and-trees/indigenous-plants-and-gardening
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/services/environment-and-trees/indigenous-plants-and-gardening
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/services/environment-and-trees/indigenous-plants-and-gardening
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/services/environment-and-trees/indigenous-plants-and-gardening
https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/services/environment-and-trees/indigenous-plants-and-gardening
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Shade in Retail 

Pakenham MP, Emma Vuiln who has announced she won’t contest the
next election and has already given a wonderfully moving farewell speech
in Parliament.
Emma has been a champion for Deep Creek Reserve and the environment
generally. We will miss her greatly and take this opportunity on behalf of all
CEC Committee, staff and volunteers to publicly thank her and wish her
well for what comes next.

Thank You Emma Vulin MPRoyal Botanic Gardens
Cranbourne - Native

Nursery Collaborations

Kym and Linda attended Tour
of the Royal Botanic Gardens
Cranbourne Nursery and
Garden in June, the tour was
organised by Melbourne
Water and Corangamite CMA.
It was a great opportunity to
meet others working in
community nurseries and see
how the another native
nursery does things. 
And to hear that even at the
botanic gardens some things
are trial and error.

If you've visited our retail
nursery recently, you may have
noticed our new shade house
for more frost-sensitive plant
species. This addition is already
making a big difference, saving
our volunteers time by
eliminating the need to move
plants into shelter whenever
frost is forecast.
The project included assembly
of the shade house frame,
installation of irrigation,
construction of a footpath and
planting. 
A huge shout-out to Roger
(pictured) and the many
dedicated volunteers who
contributed their time, skills, and
hard work to bring this project
to life. Your efforts are greatly
appreciated and will benefit
both our volunteers and visitors
for years to come!

 Pictured: Emerald Start Bush  (Asterolasia
asteriscophora subsp. albiflora) , Critically

endangered plant endemic to the Dandenong
Ranges



Students at the CEC Nursery
The Educations rooms at our Nursery have had a lot of use over the
past few months.
Grade 4- 6 students from John Henry Primary School attended our
nursery, below is their summary of their time with us from the
students themselves:

“Hands-On Learning at the Plant Nursery
We have been visiting the plant nursery and learning lots of new
things.
We learned about the Epacris impressa, which is Victoria's floral
emblem. It can be pink or white and is important for some native
animals. We also learned about the Patersonia occidentalis, also called
the long purple flag.
At the nursery we did jobs like pruning, weeding, seed sowing, plant
labelling and pricking out seedlings. We had to be very careful when
handling seedlings because their stems and roots are delicate.
We learned how to sow seeds, label plants and look after them as
they grow. We also learned why it is important to remove weeds and
keep plants healthy.
Some of our favourite activities were sowing seeds, helping plant
seedlings, and pruning plants. We enjoyed getting our hands dirty,
learning new skills, and watching the plants grow. Many of us liked
planting the most because we were helping new plants get started.
At the end of each session, we cleaned up by sweeping, putting
equipment away and watering plants. We enjoyed working together
and learning new skills. At first we were a bit nervous because it was
our first time, but we kept trying and had lots of fun.”

Year 10 students from St
Francis Xavier learnt to back
fill Dianella and Propagate
Goodenia at the Nursery as
part of a ready to work
program.



What changes have you noticed at the Lake in the last few years? Have you
noticed the recent differences in the plant landscape?
The Friends of Emerald Lake Park have been working to maintain and improve
the Lake area since 2000. During that time the group has worked around the
Lake edge, established garden beds and cared for the trees in the arboretum
areas. We have also worked along the main walking tracks, tackling weed trees
like holly, cestrum and sycamore maple and removing smaller weeds like
blackberry and forget me not. 

A few words from the Friends of Emerald Lake Park 

Over the last several years, Sheila Hampson, the previous president of the group, also obtained project
funding for contractors to tackle some of the worst weed infected sections of the bush areas, clearing
and replanting with native plants. The Shire’s Natural Reserves team have been critical in identifying
what needed doing and where. FELP has relied on and appreciated their expertise and active support.

More recently, the Shire has
added two more expert teams
to managing the Lake
Precinct. The Arborist team
has tackled the formal treed
areas at the Lake and at the
Heritage Park. The trees have
been trimmed and managed
to improve the visual
experience and, also, to
ensure their safety for visitors.
The Open Space team started
recently; they work around
the Lake edge and on the
garden beds near the Lake
and in the Heritage Park. 

FELP works to support the two new teams, taking advice about what we do, when and where. Look at
the two photos: you may notice that the leaf hoppers that used to sit up in the Arboretum have been
emptied and removed. They are no longer needed as the Shire teams now manage and spread mulch.
The landscape there is now clear and picturesque.

Working bees for July
During July we will be undertaking regular
maintenance along some of the main tracks, checking
the areas we have planted in the last year or two and
tackling weed growth. Bring your garden gloves and
wear sturdy shoes. 
Saturday July 4. Meet at the Lakeside carpark at 9am
Sunday July 12. Meet at the Lakeside carpark at 9am
Thursday July 16. Meet at the Lakeside carpark at 9am
Each working bee finishes around 11am with morning
tea and a catch up. 

For more information about the Friends of Emerald Lake Park, check out our website www.felp.com.au or
email us at friendsofemeraldlakepark@gmail.com.

http://www.felp.com.au/
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