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Eco Warri Gembrook Park

SEPTEMBER IS BIODIVERSITY MONTH The Grade 3-6 Eco-Warriors from Gembrook Primary School regularly join the Friends of
CARDINIA SHIRE BIOBLITZ - ALL MONTH Gembrook Park at their working bees.
iNaturalist On the 15th August, 10 students joined the group in just a few hours they:

« Planted Mother Shield Ferns (Polystichum proliferum|
SATURDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER « Weeded Viola, Forget Me Knots and Flickweed from the edge of a walking track
APS - CARDINIA REGION « Learnt about the bulbils(mini replicas of parent plant] on ferns
AUSTRALIAN PLANT SALE 9am-3pm « Visited the Giant Mountain Ash (Eucalyptus regnans) and gave it a group hug
Akoonah Park more info page 4 The children were keen , hardworking and well mannered.
TREES FOR WEEDS SWAP 10AM - 2PM Well Done Gembrook Primary School Eco Warriors !

Emerald Library, Emerald organised by
Friends of Emerald Lake Park

SUNDAY 15TH & THURSDAY 19TH SEP
FRIENDS OF EMERALD LAKE PARK WORKING
BEE 9AM-T1AM

More Information here:

https://felp.com.au/volunteer

2ND SATURDAY OF EVERYMONTH
10AM - 1PM [14TH SEPTEMBER]
FRIENDS OF KURTH KILN MEETING &

WORKING BEE B A - ; A The / =

New Members Welcome B . L | : - FRI EN DS Of

e B o (| GEMBROOK
900 - 12:00PM : . | PARK

GEMBROOK PARK WORKING BEES

THURSDAYS

Phone 0407 011 344 for more info

OCTOBER 5th, 13th & 17th 9am-11am
Sycamore Blitz - Emerald Lake Park
Find out about other events coming up
on our “What's on” calendar:

cecinc.net.au/whats-on/month



https://cecinc.net.au/whats-on/month/
https://cecinc.net.au/whats-on/month/

Photos from Friends of Gembrook Park hold working bees

the Forest every Thursday 9am-12pm, Phone 0407 011 344
for more info

Beaconhills @ CEC Nursery
As a part of their common good s - m

program, Year 9 students from

Beaconhills College, Pakenham joined
us at the CEC Nursery recently. :
The students assisted with mulching
recent plantings in our gardens,
potting and learnt to propagate
indigenous Bichondra and Viola

plants. ;
Thanks for your help Beaconhills ! B |
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‘Grow’ - Art Exhibition

This Art exhibition is on at the Cardinia Cultural Centre Until 22nd
of September

Earlier this year our nursery was photographed for this exhibition
which is a culmination of art works and photographs centring
around Sustainable Agriculture and farming in the Cardinia Shire

The Cardinia Environment Coalition acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the Cardinia Shire area, the Bunurong People

and the Wurundjeri People, and their connections to land, sea and community. We pay our respects to their Elders past
and present and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.



Smarts’Microbats

Wendy & Alex Smart have had major involvement on the Australian Plants
Society - Cardinia Region Committee and are life members of the
Cranbourne Friends, Alex recently shared this story with us:

“Wendy and | are busy preparing to move into a retirement village at
Armstrong Creek, on the Barwon Heads Rd just south of Geelong to be near
families.

During a working bee on 22nd June we needed blankets to protect furniture
loaded onto a trailer. Wendy went into our shed and chose an old bedspread.
When it was unfolded there was a loud call which demanded my presence.
The back roller door is jammed open and Micro-bats had roosted in comfort
or were in torpor for winter. So exciting photos were essential after which
Wendy carefully carried them and installed them in a fork of Eleocarpus
reticulatus. Less half an hour later they were gone, hopefully to a safe spot
| feel privileged having had the opportunity to photograph these tiny
nocturnal animals. While most Australian animals are marsupials these like
you and me are mammals. Bats are the only mammals capable of flying.”

We wish Alex and Wendy All the best for their new adventure in Geelong

The Cardinia Environment Coalition acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the Cardinia Shire area, the Bunurong People

and the Wurundjeri People, and their connections to land, sea and community. We pay our respects to their Elders past

and present and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.

This month we interviewed one of our
volunteers, Kristine,

What motivated you to begin working in the
nursery?

| had heard the CEC Nursery had a really nice
working environment with a friendly group of
staff and volunteers. | enjoy gardening and
thought that by volunteering | might learn more
about native plants, which | am keen to
incorporate into my own garden. | wanted to do
something that helped the environment and
had heard great things about CEC’s
environmental contributions.

How long have you been volunteering and
working with indigenous plants?

Since the end of 2023. This is the first time I've
worked in a nursery. If anyone is considering
volunteering at the nursery I'd encourage them
to because of how relaxing it is.

What do you enjoy most about working with the
nursery?

| Everyone at the nursery is so friendly and
there are staff, volunteers and visitors who are
always willing to teach you. There are people
from such different backgrounds who are all
passionate about plants. There is also so much
variety in each day, which makes it an
interesting place to work. | like cleaning seed,
which is what most of our plants are grown
from, and also potting plants. | enjoy seeing how
the maintenance of plants improves their
health and growth, for example weeding the
special Nodding Greenhood orchids (which |
have learnt are called Pterostylis nutans.



Harbury Reserve

Harbury Reserve is a 215 hectare bushland reserve that was donated to
Trust for Nature in 1978 and is home to many large trees and important
habitat for owls, gliders, parrots and more

The reserve is closed to the public and visits are by appointment only

The site is managed by a committee of management and working bees are

held regularly if you would like to join in on a working bee or visit please
contact Elizabeth Fraser 0400 374 774

Trees fof Weeds

To kick off the Friends of Emerald Lake (FELP) Weedbuster week,
Saturday 7th September “Trees for Weeds” Swap will be held at
Emerald Library from 10am -2pm

Here Residents can get information about weed grants,
identification of weeds and bring weeds to be identified and

swap for indigenous plants.

FELP usually hold working bees 1st Sat, 2nd Sun & 3rd Thurs of
every month for more information on the group visit
https://felp.com.au/volunteer

Australian Plants Sale

hosted by the

Australian Plants Society - Cardinia Region Inc

to be held on

Saturday, 7th September 2024
9am to 3pm

at

Akoonah Park

Cnr Cardinia St & Princes Hwy, Berwick

Wide range of Australian plants undercover and allied non-plant stalls

What's your favourite plant and why?

I really like twining and climbing plants, as well as
ground covers because they look beautiful when
planted. I like that climbing plants and ground
covers are well suited to smaller suburbans
gardens and even pots too. Comesperma
volubile, or the Love Creeper is so dainty and the
flowers are just starting to show. Part of my work
here involves training them to twine up bamboo
stakes to stop them latching onto other plants.

Botalnical Name: Comesperma volubile

Common Name:  Love Creeper
Family: Polygalaceae

Size: up to 3m

Flowers: August - December
Growth Habit: Twining Climber

Growing Conditions: Well Drained soil
dappled shade

Don't forget to check out our Facebook
Page to keep up with all the latest events

Have an event to share? A working bee?

Send your event information to
facilitator@cecinc.net.au to be included in the
next newsletter.


https://www.facebook.com/CECCardiniaEnvironmentCoalition/
https://www.facebook.com/CECCardiniaEnvironmentCoalition/

