Nature Reserves in
Cardinia Shire
By the Cardinia Environment Coalition

Come and explore the nature reserves around Cardinia Shire
Welcome to the Nature Reserves in Cardinia Shire booklet. In this booklet you will find information about some of the amazing nature
reserves around Cardinia Shire. Cardinia Shire has an incredible variety of different plants and animals, with over 1300 species of
native plants and 414 species of native animals! There are many different reserves to explore in the area to soak up your
surroundings and search for some of these species.
The Cardinia Environment Coalition was formed in 1998, to protect and enhance the natural environment in Cardinia Shire. We
engage with the community about environmental issues, manage areas of public land for their environmental values and support
our member groups. We also run an indigenous nursery, to supply locally native plants to the community.
If you would like learn more about the Cardinia Environment Coalition, or support our important work by donating or volunteering
with us, please have a look at our website. You can also visit our nursery at Deep Creek Reserve in Pakenham (62 Cameron Way,
Pakenham) for help creating wildlife habitat in your own backyard.
In the spirit of reconciliation, the Cardinia Environment Coalition acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the Cardinia Shire area, the
Bunurong People and the Wurundjeri People, and their connections to land, sea and community. We pay our respects to their Elders
past and present and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.

www.cecinc.net.au
© 2022 Cardinia Environment Coalition Inc.
This booklet has been created by the Cardinia Environment Coalition with support from a VicHealth Reimagining Health Grant.
All of the photos throughout this booklet were taken by Meghan Lindsay
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Wright Forest Bushland Reserve

Beaconsfield Flora and Fauna Reserve provides an excellent short nature
walk close to the townships of Beaconsfield and Berwick. Even though this
reserve is close to built up areas, it still has loads of incredible plants and
animals that call it home.
If you look closely during your walk, you might spot a little Skink or an
Echidna. There are also over 100 species of birds that can be seen at this
reserve, including the pretty Common Bronzewing, cheeky Satin Bowerbird
and boisterous Laughing Kookaburra.
The Bell Miner is another bird that is hard to miss during your walk. Also
known as the Bellbird, they form colonies and make their musical, bell-like
'tink' calls all day long. You will also spot some interesting native plants
along your walk, including Paperbarks, Muttonwoods, Lillies and other
wildflowers.

Beaconsfield Flora
and Fauna Reserve

Get Involved
If you would like to find out more about this reserve and help to look after it, you
can get in touch with the Friends of Cardinia Creek Sanctuary
www.facebook.com/friendsofcardiniacreeksanctuary

Where to Park
Akoonah Park, off the Princes Highway in Berwick
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Back in 1994 a handful of Bunyip residents became aware of a parcel of
land between the township and the Princes Highway. Council had leased
the almost 64 hectares for cattle grazing and it included significant native
vegetation, but also rusting car bodies and walls of Blackberries.
Sandwiched between the Princes Highway and Wattle Tree Road, it is
bisected by Tea Tree Creek which floods extensively in the wetter months,
making the reserve an adventure to walk through, but also making the
frogs very happy! The seasonal flooding of the area makes it an important
water catchment that filters water travelling into the Bunyip River,
ultimately having an effect on Port Phillip Bay.
Applying to Cardinia Shire for this to be recognised as a nature reserve
was the catalyst for the creation of Bunyip Landcare Group. Within a few
short months the Landcare group was formed, and after the fledgling
group presented the natural values of the land to Council, 13 hectares
were set aside as Tea Tree Creek Sanctuary, now known as Bunyip
Sanctuary.

Bunyip Sanctuary

Where to Park
Carpark at the end of Doran Rd, Bunyip
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Between 1996 and now, there has been huge time and investment in weed
control, track and bridge creation and maintenance, and extensive tree
planting. In 2001 the committee won a Keep Australia Beautiful Award for
‘Waterways Preservation Development’ and in October 2007 a carbon sink
was established by the Westernport Greenhouse Alliance.
Bunyip Sanctuary is home to native mammals such as Antechinus,
Kangaroos and Wallabies. Frogs and Bats abound and it boasts some of
the oldest Tea Tree in Cardinia Shire. Keep your eyes peeled for a Superb
Fairywren and Blue-tongue Lizard during your walk! The reserve is a
wonderful example of how nature can recover, as Alan Cole said in August
2000, ‘when the cattle were removed eucalypts literally sprang out of the
ground and the area has been able to naturally recuperate.' Many gentle
walking trails now allow walkers to experience the tranquillity of the area.
Spring is a great time to visit the reserve, to admire a range of wildflowers
blooming and birds calling. Autumn is also a great time to look around the
reserve for different species of fungi. If you are adventurous enough to
visit the reserve in the wetter months, be sure to pack your gumboots!

Bunyip Sanctuary

Get Involved
If you would like to find out more about this reserve and help to look after it, you
can get in touch with the Bunyip Landcare Group
www.facebook.com/bunyiplandcare
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Bunyip State Park is a large nature reserve of over 16,600 hectares. There
are a range of different activities that can be done in the park, including
bushwalking, camping, fishing, horse riding and bike riding. There are
some great walking tracks to visit in the reserve, and also some fantastic
campgrounds to check out; the Bunyip Weir (Freemans Mill) Camping area
and the Mortimer Camping and Picnic area.
Buttongrass Nature Trail is a 3km flat loop walk through Heathland. You
will notice walking around this trail that it was burnt in the Bunyip
Complex Bushfires in March 2019. Along this walk you can see some
interesting plants, including Hakeas, Banksias, Tea-trees, Peas and
Button-Grass.
If you are after a longer walk, have a look at the Mortimer Circuit. It starts
from Mortimer Picnic Ground, follows the Mortimer Nature Walk and loops
around a few different tracks, creating a 9.5km circuit.
You might also like to check out Lawson Falls. This is a 5km track where
you can see the only waterfall in the Bunyip State Park and walk through
beautiful Cool Temperate Rainforest.

Bunyip State Park

Where to Park
It depends which area you are interested in visiting. Head to the Parks Victoria
website to decide which area of the park you would like to visit and for
information on how to get there!
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There are a range of amazing animals that you might come across when
you visit this park, with 53 species of mammal recorded in the park, 24
species of reptiles, 10 species of frog and 140 species of birds!
You may come across a beautiful Southern Emu Wren on your visit, or a
White-eared or Crescent Honeyeater. You might also hear the calls of
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos as they fly overhead or search for seeds
and grubs in the Hakea and Wattles, or spot a Powerful Owl roosting in a
tree.
Swamp Wallabies, Blue-tongue Lizards, Antechinus, Snakes and Goannas
are some of the many other interesting animals you might spot along your
walk.
Spring is a spectacular time to visit the park. Keep an eye out for different
orchid species flowering, Banksias, Swamp Bush-pea, Common Heath,
Prickly Tea-tree and Common Correa to name a few.

Bunyip State Park

Get Involved
If you would like to find out more about this reserve and help to look after it, you
can get in touch with the Friends of Bunyip State Park
www.facebook.com/FoBSP
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The Cardinia Aqueduct Trail is a fantastic trail if you are looking for
somewhere mostly flat and close to Pakenham. Whether you are looking
for a place to walk, run, ride, walk your dog or enjoy the local wildlife, this
is an excellent place to go. Just remember when you start out that this is
not a loop, however far you decide to walk in, you'll need to walk out again
too. The entire length of the trail is 5kms one way, however you can do a
much shorter walk than this by turning around earlier!
Construction of the aqueduct and Beaconsfield Reservoir began in 1916 to
increase Melbourne's drinking water storage capacity. The aqueduct was
decommissioned in 1997, due to high maintenance costs and poor water
quality and the Beaconsfield Reservoir was decommissioned along with it.

Cardinia Aqueduct
Trail

The Cardinia Aqueduct Trail is not only a great trail for walking or running,
but also a great place to look for native plants and animals. There are a
range of special plants that can be seen along the trail, especially in
spring, including a range of orchids, Wattles, Tea-tree and other
wildflowers. The reserve is also home to some amazing animals, including
Echidnas, Blue-tongue Lizards and over 100 bird species.

Where to Park
The east carpark is off Thewlis Rd in Pakenham, the west carpark is off Officer
Rd in Officer.
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If you're looking for a lovely park to have a picnic, barbeque, walk your
dog or go for a bike ride or walk, then Cardinia Reservior Park might just
be the park for you.
Tea Tree Trail is one of the trails you can explore in the park. It is 2.5kms
with signs that will introduce you to some of the many plants and animals
that can be found in the area.
Kangaroo Viewing Trail is another trail that you might like to explore. It is a
short trail, 700m, and as the name suggests it is a great walk to look for
Kangaroos!
Aside from Kangaroos, there are a range of other interesting plants and
animals that you might spot along your walk. Over 100 species of bird call
this reserve home, including Lorikeets, Pelicans, Honeyeaters and
Laughing Kookaburras.

Cardinia Reservoir
Park

There are also a range of different orchid species, Wattles, Hakeas and
other wildflowers to name just a few of the native plants that you can find
in this reserve.

Where to Park
Access to parking from Wellington Road or Red Hill Road.
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Emerald Lake Park is an iconic park within the township of Emerald.
The park has historical significance, as part of the former C.A.Nobelius
Gembrook Nursery and as a station for Puffing Billy Railway.
Mature plantings of Conifers and exotic deciduous trees add interest and
colour around the lawns and lakes, especially in autumn. The walking trails
provide beautiful views of creeks and native plants and animals.
The Eastern Dandenong Ranges Trail passes through the park as it winds
its way from Clematis to Gembrook. Rough Tree Ferns shade the trail with
Mother Shield Ferns and native plantings adding to the understorey.
Fern Gully Track, Wishing Well Track and Link Track follow the creek and
are cool and quiet places to walk. Extensive weed removal has allowed
the ferns and other native plants more access to light.
Superb Lyrebirds, Echidnas and Powerful Owls have been sighted in this
area. Many small birds can be seen or heard, such as the Yellow Robin,
Grey Fantail and Bassian Thrush. If you look closely, depending on the time
of year, you will find a variety of orchid and fungi species.

Emerald Lake Park

Where to Park
Emerald Lake Rd, Emerald
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Pine Track and Nobelius Track are high on the ridge and look out over the
gully. Large stands of Pine Trees provide plenty of cones for Yellow-tailed
Black Cockatoos to eat.
South of the railway line comes alive in spring with wildflowers in bloom,
where there are a few different tracks and fire trails to walk. Large stands
of Eucalypts, Wattle, Banksia, Emerald Star Bush , Rough Bush-pea and
small wild flowers including the Common Fringe-lily grow in this Shrubby
Foothills zone.
Lake Nobelius attracts water birds, including the gorgeous Australian
Wood Duck. The Nobelius loop walk around the lake and over the bridges
provides lovely views of the surrounding forest and the large tree ferns
along the creek.
Ten Virtual Ranger podiums provide educational value to read or to listen
as visitors walk the trails. Emerald Lake Park provides many opportunities
to connect with the environment.

Emerald Lake Park

Get Involved
If you would like to find out more about this reserve and help to look after it, you
can get in touch with the Friends of Emerald Lake Park
www.felp.org.au
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Gembrook Park, found just 400m from the town centre, is a mature
example of both wet and dry Sclerophyll Forests. The park is 29 hectares
but was originally part of a 259-hectare reserve founded by the former
Zoological and Acclimatisation Society in 1873. In 1908, the Gembrook Park
was gazetted as a permanent reserve.
A walking track links two circular walks and takes in contrasting forests.
The Fern Gully Walk has Grey Gum and Mountain Ash, with understorey
trees of mid height including Hazel Pomaderris and Musk Daisy. The
understorey on the cool, damp, south side of the park contains Rough
Tree-ferns and Soft Tree-ferns.
The Hillside Walk takes in drier species such as Wattles, Messmate
Stringybarks, Forest Wire Grass, Tall Sword Sedge, and Purple-sheath
Tussock Grass. Introduced weeds including Wandering Trad, English Holly,
Forget-me-not, Blackberry and Panic Veldt-grass compete for the
nutrients and light.
Surprises are in store with two tall Redwood trees having been planted by
early settlers and fallen forest giants providing a perfect place for
mosses, lichens, and fungi to grow.

Gembrook Park

Where to Park
There is car parking at Redwood Drive. Facilities include toilet block, picnic tables
and a new playground next to open space for ball or other games. The Park does
not permit horses or motor bikes. Dogs must be on leads.
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The park is a sensory delight. Enjoy the smells of the damp gullies and the
earthy smell created by Wombat and Superb Lyrebird scratchings. The
calls of a range of birds can be heard, including Eagles in the towering
trees, Parrots, Galahs and Laughing Kookaburras at mid height and Grey
Shrike-thrush, Superb Fairywrens and Yellow Robins at lower levels.
A special treat may be a Superb Lyrebird or Swamp Wallaby sighting, or a
baby Galah peeping from a tree hollow. The holes in the ground formed by
Yabbies and impressions of Feral Deer hooves and nibbled green shoots
indicate night-time activity.
On a microscale, the forest contains Spiders, Ants, Beetles, Bugs, Leeches,
Cockroaches, Millipedes, Snails and Slugs. Snake sightings in summer may
be viewed as a treat.
The smells, sounds, colour, and temperature range experienced, make
Gembrook Park a rewarding visit.

Gembrook Park

Get Involved
If you would like to find out more about this reserve and help to look after it, you
can get in touch with the Friends of Gembrook Park
www.facebook.com/friendsofgembrookpark
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Kurth Kiln Regional Park is a beautiful park, perfect for bushwalking,
picnics and camping! The park has a few different plant communities,
from the giant Mountain Ash forests, to the Shrubby Foothill Forests, to
the Swampy Heathland.
These forests are home to an incredible range of wildflowers, including
Long Pink-Bells, Sun Orchids and a range of other treasures, so visiting
this reserve in spring is a must! There are some amazing animals that can
also be found in this reserve, including Echidnas, Wombats, Superb
Lyrebirds and different species of Honeyeaters.
The Kurth Kiln is a kiln built during the Second World War to make charcoal
for cars as a substitute for petrol. If you visit the reserve you can see the
Kiln and learn more about its history! There are a range of walks that you
can explore in this reserve, including the Shiprock Falls walk. Journeying a
300m walk from the carpark, you can view not only the waterfall but some
amazing Banksias and huge boulders along the way.

Kurth Kiln Regional
Park

Get Involved
If you would like to find out more about this reserve and help to look after it, you
can get in touch with the Friends of Kurth KIln
www.friendsofkurthkiln.org.au

Where to Park
Beenak Rd, Gembrook
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The former Koo Wee Rup railway station was closed when the line closed
between Cranbourne Station and Leongatha Station in 1993. The plus side
is, now there is excellent walk that runs 1km in either direction from the
old station platform! This provides a great flat area for walking and riding.
As you wander along the rail trail, you might be lucky enough to spot some
interesting animals, including Blue-tongue Lizards, Superb Fairywrens,
Royal Spoonbills or even a Southern Brown Bandicoot! Don't forget to look
into the sky, sometimes a Wedge-tailed Eagle can be seen circling
overhead.
Southern Brown Bandicoots are an endangered species. Their populations
have reduced dramatically since European settlement due to land
clearing and introduced predators. Southern Brown Bandicoots are small
marsupials, roughly 30cm long with a humped back, small round ears and
a rounded backside. If you are quiet along your walk, you might just be
lucky enough to spot one of these special little critters!

Koo Wee Rup Rail
Trail

Where to Park
Rossiter Rd, Koo Wee Rup
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Mt Cannibal Flora and Fauna Reserve is a spectacular 53 hectare reserve
in Garfield North. There is a 2.2km walking trail that you can use to explore
the reserve, which is steep in some sections. The sandy soils and granite
outcrops make this a particularly special reserve to visit.
You might notice several different types of vegetation as you walk around
Mt Cannibal, including Shrubland, Open Forest and Riparian Forest. The
Shrubland tends to be dominated by Prickly Tea-tree and Silver-leaved
Stringybark. The Open Forest is dominated by Kangaroo Grass, Grey
Tussock Grass and Weeping Grass. The Riparian Forest is typically
dominated by Mountain Grey Gum, Snowy Daisy-bush and Scented
Paperbark.
There are a variety of different plants at Mt Cannibal, including over 50
species of orchids! There are many other interesting plants you might see
along your walk too, including Sundews, Lillies and Daisies. Spring is a
particularly special time to visit the reserve, with many different
wildflowers to look for.

Mount Cannibal
Flora and Fauna
Reserve

Where to Park
Garfield North Rd, Garfield North
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Introduced weeds such as Pink Berry Heath, Sweet Pittosporum and Sweet
Vernal Grass are a problem in the reserve because they compete with the
native plants. Without control, they have the potential to take over areas
and reduce the quality of the habitat, which creates a problem for the
native plants and animals in the area.
There are many different animals that call Mt Cannibal home, including
Sugar Gliders, Swamp Wallabies, Kangaroos, Goannas, Jacky Dragons, King
Parrots and Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos! If you are quiet along your
walk and keep a look out, you might be lucky enough to spot some of
these critters.
In March 2019, the Bunyip Complex Bushfires burnt through the area and
ravaged Mt Cannibal. The fire burnt hot and has completely changed the
vegetation in the reserve. The fire has provided opportunities for some
species to flourish, however it has destroyed some habitat features such
as old hollow bearing trees, that will take many years to return.

Mount Cannibal
Flora and Fauna
Reserve

Get Involved
The Friends of Mt Cannibal group was formed in 1991 and are active in protecting
the reserve. If you would like to find out more about this reserve and help to look
after it, you can get in touch with the Friends of Mt Cannibal
www.facebook.com/FriendsofMtCannibal
19

R J Chambers Flora and Fauna Reserve is a beautiful reserve of over 120
hectares, with 88 bird and 336 indigenous plant species recorded! In the
early 1900s and in the 1960s, the reserve was selectively logged. The
reserve was purchased by the former Shire of Pakenham in 1972 and the
Shire engineer at the time, Ron Chambers, suggested that the area be
preserved for public enjoyment.
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos, Powerful Owls and Superb Lyrebirds are
just some of the many birds that you might hear or see. Down in the
gullies, giant Mountain Grey Gums that escaped logging provide tree
hollows for many species, including the Greater Glider, which is
threatened with extinction. Wombats, Echidnas and Antechinus are a few
of the mammals to keep an eye out for along your walk.
Come spring, there are wildflowers galore! Keep your eyes peeled for a
range of different orchids, Grass Trigger Plants, Small Grass Trees, Button
Everlasting, Chocolate Lillies and more!

R J Chambers Flora
and Fauna Reserve

Get Involved
If you would like to find out more about this reserve and help to look after it, you
can get in touch with Toomuc Landcare
www.toomuclandcare.com.au/contact

Where to Park
At the Junction of Bourkes Creek Rd and Matters Rd, Pakenham Upper.
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Wright Forest is 160 hectares of beautiful Eucalypt forest located in
Cockatoo. It is a great place to go for a picnic or a bushwalk, with a few
different walking tracks including tracks that link to Emerald Lake Park
and to the Cockatoo township.
Wright Forest is an important patch of remnant forest, with over 75 native
species of plants recorded in the reserve. There are beautiful gullies with
different ground ferns and tree ferns. There are also drier sections of
forest dominated by Peppermint and Stringybark Eucalypts, where you will
find a range of interesting wildflowers in spring, including different
species of orchids, Wattles, Hakeas and Banksias.
There are also a range of birds that call Wright Forest home, including
Powerful Owls, Laughing Kookaburras and Superb Fairywrens. Other birds
that you might be lucky enough to come across on your walk include Gang
Gang and Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos, Honeyeaters and Pardalotes.

Wright Forest
Bushland Reserve

The network of tracks throughout the reserve provide opportunities for
creating short loops or longer treks for the more adventurous.

Where to Park
Bailey Rd, Cockatoo
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How can you help
protect our
environment?
Participate in citizen science to help scientists and land managers
understand our local species. You can do this by uploading photos of the
plants, animals and fungi that you see to the iNaturalist App on your
phone. You can find out more about the app at www.inaturalist.org
Volunteer for a local environmental group near you, like one of the groups
mentioned in this booklet! If you don't have time to volunteer, you might
consider making a once off or ongoing donation to an environmental
charity.
Look at the pet curfew rules in your local area. In Cardinia Shire, pet cats
must be contained on your property at all times. This not only keeps your
cat safe, but also helps to protect our native wildlife.
Spread the word about how amazing our local environment is! Share your
nature experiences with friends and family so that they can learn more
about our local environment too.
Get involved in a Gardens for Wildlife program in your local area to learn
more about how you can create wildlife habitat in your own garden!

