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Environmental news in Cardinia Shire
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P h o t o g r a p h y C o mp e t i t i o n
CEC Conversations
Nursery News
Nest Box Project
A n d mo r e !

Events

4 March: CEC Indigenous Plant
nursery re-opens
6 March: Clean Up Australia Day
Deep Creek Event
8 March: Australian Plants Society
- Wilson Park Berwick meeting
7.30 at Deep Creek Eco Centre.
Discussing relocation to Deep
Creek, Victorian Alpine Plants
plus flower displays and free
plants available
26 March: Earth Hour
29 March: CEC Conversations Lively Lyrebirds - 7.30pm at Deep
Creek Eco Centre
22 April - Earth Day event at Deep
Creek Reserve

If you have an environmental event
you would like to advertise here, get
in touch with us!

Earth Hour
Earth Hour is on Saturday the 26
March at 8.30pm. It is an opportunity
to shape our future, to join millions
of people around the world in
switching off your power for 1 hour.
To find out more, including other
ways you can help our planet, head to
www.earthhour.org.au

Photography Comp
We are running the Cardinia Nature Photography Competition from Tuesday March 15 to
Tuesday April 19. Only photos that have been taken in Cardinia Shire will be eligible for
entry. There will be 3 categories, Wildlife, Landscapes and Youth, with prizes awarded for
each category. If you haven't done much photography before, this is a great opportunity to
explore a local nature reserve and have a go! You don't need a big camera to get involved,
photos taken on your mobile phone can be entered as well. There will be more information on
our website once the competition opens.
Do you want to help scientists learn more about our local environment? You can submit
photos that you take of animals, plants and fungi using the iNaturalist App! The app also
gives you suggestions of what the species might be, in case you’re not sure. You can find
out more about how to use the app at www.inaturalist.org

CEC Conversations
This year at the Deep Creek Eco Centre, we will be running an environmental seminar series.
These talks will be free to attend and will cover a fascinating range of environmental topics!
Our first talk will be about lyrebirds, held on Tuesday 29 March at 7.30pm. Dr. Alex Maisey will
be telling us more about where lyrebirds can be found in Cardinia Shire, the impacts of
introduced species and natural disasters on their populations and generally more about this
charismatic bird! Alex will also touch on his career journey to date and there will be time for
questions at the end. Don't forget to spread the word to others you think might be
interested. You can register your interest in attending at
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/cec-conversations-lively-lyrebirds-tickets-290092252737
In the spirit of reconciliation, the Cardinia Environment Coalition acknowledges the Traditional Owners of
the Cardinia Shire area, the Bunurong People and the Wurundjeri People, and their connections to land,
sea and community. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present and extend that respect to all
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today.

Book Plug
Are you interested in learning more
about Aboriginal Australia and the birth
of Agriculture? Dark Emu by Bruce
Pascoe is a fascinating book about precolonial Australia.

Nursery News

We will be re-opening Friday March 4 between 9am - 12pm. We have been restocking our retail
department and our excess stock has made its way to create a SALE TABLE! Come along and see
what goodies we have available. Our plants are selected from the Cardinia Shire region so you are
bound to find something that will thrive in your garden. The first 1,000 visitors who reside in
Cardinia Shire are also eligible for 2 free plants in tube stock size, proof of residency required.

Volunteering Opportunities
Weekly Nursery session

Clean up Australia Day

WHEN: Every Friday 10 am - 12pm
WHERE: CEC Indigenous Nursery, 62 Cameron Way
Pakenham, 3810
WHAT: Potting up, weeding, propagation, seed
sowing, seedlings, plant division, plant
maintenance and more.
WHY? To contribute to the production of indigenous
plants which are sold and planted to improve the
local environment

WHEN: Sunday 6th March
WHAT: Pick up rubbish, make a difference, and spread
awareness
WHERE: Anywhere! On a walk or join an event - there are a few
happening in the Cardinia Shire region
Check the website to find your closest clean up
www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au
WHY? thousands of small steps, make a big difference together we can all be part of the solution.

Introducing Our Friends
The CEC is proud to receive the support of our member groups, whose vision is to protect and
enhance the natural environment and historical features through community volunteer
groups. Working for their chosen, special places and native species, the groups work in
consultation with many governing bodies, including Parks Victoria, Cardinia Shire, Melbourne
Water, the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) and many others,
to achieve outstanding outcomes for our community landscapes. Activities undertaken
include indigenous planting and restoration, seed collection, weed removal and control,
erosion control, signage and fencing, research and monitoring and community engagement.
This space will be dedicated to highlighting our member groups, their goals, many
achievements and the role the CEC has undertaken to provide support back to these
deserving volunteers. In 2021, the CEC successfully applied to Victorian Landcare to host a
Landcare Facilitator here at the Deep Creek Reserve. After several years of restricted
volunteering activities, this position is aimed at growing a program over 3 years to provide
member groups with support to develop on-ground natural resource management, grant and
funding applications, undertake community engagement and build community networks,
among other key work areas. At the Deep Creek Reserve facility we will soon be hosting an
array of presentations and workshops, developed specifically for member groups and those
interested in joining along in these rewarding and fulfilling endeavours!
If you would like to know more about our member groups, including volunteering
opportunities, or would like to become a member group with the CEC to receive support
through the program, please get in touch!
Email: facilitator@cecinc.net.au or call 0487 066 320

Featured Flora
Placeholder text

Eco Tidbit
Did you know that orchids can trick
wasps into spreading their pollen?
There are over 1400 species of orchids
in Australia, with many species found
throughout Cardinia Shire. Many of the
species flower in Spring, but some
flower in Summer, Autumn and Winter.
Orchids have some interesting ways of
drawing in pollinating insects to help
spread their pollen. Many orchids use
rewards to draw in pollinators. They
produce nectar, which attracts an
insect to come along and drink the
nectar, in the process getting covered
in pollen to take to the next flower.
Other species of orchid use deception.
They have flowers in the shape of a
female insect of a particular species,
or they give off a scent that replicates
the hormones that the female insect
gives off, drawing in males to mate
with the flower, getting a coating of
pollen in the process.
Other species of orchids can use traps
to spread their pollen. When an insect
lands on their flower, part of the flower
is triggered and spring across, covering
the insect in pollen.
Orchids sure do have some cunning
mechanisms for spreading their pollen!

Featured Fauna
Growling Grass Frog- Litoria raniformis
The Growling Grass Frog is an
endangered species, due to a number of
factors including habitat loss, waterway
degradation, pollution in waterways,
drought and altered flooding regimes.
This species can be heard in the Cardinia
Shire. A fantastic place to go see some
wildlife, including frogs, is the newly
opened Wetland Wonders Boardwalk at
Deep Creek Reserve. You could also
consider creating a frog pond in your
back yard. Frogs are a strong indicator
of a healthy environment as they are
sensitive to pollutants.
The Growling grass frog has a deep long
call sounding crawark-crawark-crokcrok.

Nest Box Project

In March 2019, a bushfire ravaged the Bunyip North, Garfield North, Tynong North and Tonimbuk
areas. After a bushfire, whilst some plants and habitat features can recovery quickly, some take
a long time. Hanging pieces of bark and mulch and twigs on the ground take time to come back,
creating a lack of habitat for insects. Old hollow trees can be killed by the fire and fall down,
meaning the animals that rely on those tree hollows for living and breeding must wait 100 years
for new hollows to form. The Community Recovery Committee and Friends of Mt Cannibal received
funding from Gippsland Bendigo Community Banks and the Maserati Owners Club of Australia to
build insect homes and nest boxes to provide habitat for animals in the fire affected area.
Berwick Woodworkers Club, Labertouche Mens Shed and Upper Beaconsfield Mens Shed helped cut
all the wood for the nest box kits, with different box designs made targeting different species of
animals, such as Kookaburras, Pardalotes, Owlet Nightjars, Crimson Rosellas and Sugar Gliders.
Students from Beaconhills College assembled the nest box kits so that they were ready to be
installed in trees. Arborists from the Victorian Tree Industry Organisation installed the nest
boxes in trees over a number of weekends.

Fragile Frogs sign pictured at the
Wetland Wonders Boardwalk at Deep
Creek Reserve

Featured Flora
Swamp Goodenia - Goodenia humilis
As the name suggests, this goodenia
variety is best suited for a swampy
area, wet with poorly draining soils.
The small flowers are a yellow display
from November through to March. It is
a hardy ground cover that will spread
around pools of water and enjoys living
in full to part sun. It can be found in
NSW, SA, TAS, and VIC - including in the
Cardinia Shire (stocked at the CEC
nursery).

The Cardinia Environment Coalition will be monitoring the use of the nest boxes over the next few
years, having purchased a pole camera with a grant provided by the Highways and Byways
Charity. There were 540 nest boxes installed in the fire affected area and insect hotels,
providing much needed habitat to allow fire affected species to survive in the area after the
fires.

The Power of Observation
After an extended time of uncertainty and disconnect within our communities, including
the impacts of long-term isolation, our slowly expanding freedoms are warmly
welcomed, along with a renewed appreciation for the natural beauty to be found within
our surrounding landscapes. Cardinia is an Aboriginal word, meaning ‘look to the rising
sun’ and it is with this sentiment of hope we wish to reignite a flame of curiosity within
our community and urge exploration and adventure within our beautiful natural places.
This year, we invite our community to take a step outside and cross the boundary into
nature, to immerse yourself in observing our wonderful biodiversity and interact with
your precious natural world!
Practicing observation can be fun and even valuable to the dynamic place we call home!
Citizen science is an inclusive approach to research, where participants contribute their
observations towards real studies, enhancing our understanding of the vast array of
species within their diverse habitats. By sharing observations, we can both learn and
teach others effectively.
The CEC is delighted and grateful to call the Deep Creek Reserve home, we hope the
community will embrace this space as it continues to grow. We welcome visitors and it’s
a great place to practice some sightings! Perhaps take in the new boardwalk
overlooking the demonstration wetland, home to many waterway bird species!

Swamp Goodenia - Goodeni humilis,
Pictured at the CEC Nursery

Keep a sharp eye out for activities coming up to participate in citizen science and we
certainly look forward to seeing YOU! More in the next newsletter!
"W e a r e a l l v i s i t o r s t o t h i s t i m e , t h i s p l a c e . W e a r e j u s t p a s s i n g t h r o u g h . O u r p u r p o s e h e r e i s t o o b s e r v e , t o
learn, to grow, to love…and then we return home” – Australian Aboriginal saying.

